
          November 4, 2015 

   
  VIRGINIA CRIMINAL  
  SENTENCING COMMISSION 
 

Fee Waivers for Training Seminars and  

Guidelines Manuals 

- Status Update -  



 In June 2015, the Commission approved the 
allocation of $3,000 for one year to provide fee 
waivers for court-appointed attorneys who meet 
specified criteria. 

− Applications for fee waivers were to be 
evaluated based the percentage of the 
applicant’s practice focusing on indigent 
defense cases and the financial need of 
applicant (especially for new or solo 
practitioners). 

Fee Waiver Pilot Program 
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Fee Waiver Application 
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Revised 
Application  
for Fee Waiver   
 
Approved by 
Commission 
(September 2015) 



Fee Waiver Application 
Scoring Sheet 
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Application 
Scoring Sheet  
 
Approved by 
Commission 
(September 2015) 

The points assigned to 
each factor were selected 
such that no single factor 
would result in automatic 
approval or denial of the 
request.  A combination of 
factors is needed for 
approval of the request.  



Approved Procedure 
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 If an applicant scores at or above the threshold set 
by the Commission, staff will approve the waiver. 

 If the application scores below the threshold, staff 
will forward the application to a Commission member 
for review. 

− Commission member may consider 
approving the waiver due to a special 
circumstance (such as when the applicant 
included other information that may  
warrant an exception).  



Fee Waiver Applications Received  
as of October 30, 2015 
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Total 
Applications 

Received 
Applications 

approved 
8 7 

For those 
applications 
approved: 

Fee waived for 
guidelines 
manual ($80) 

Fee waived for 
Introduction to 
Guidelines 
seminar ($125) 

Fee waived for 
Guidelines 
Refresher 
seminar ($60) 

Fee waived for 
Knowledge & 
Ethics seminar 
($100) 

6 3 2 1 



Notice of  
Fee Waiver Opportunity 
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Upcoming Guidelines Training 
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INTRODUCTION TO SENTENCING GUIDELINES $125 
6 CLE APPROVED 
Area Date Location Time 

Roanoke December 8, 2015 Roanoke Higher Education 
Center 9:30 AM to 5:00PM 

Fairfax December 10. 2015 Fairfax County 
Government Center 9:30 AM to 5:00PM 

Chesapeake December 15, 2015 Chesapeake Sheriff's 
Office 9:30 AM to 5:00PM 

Henrico December 17, 2015 Henrico Police & Fire 
Training Academy 9:30 AM to 5:00PM 

http://www.vcsc.virginia.gov/training.html 
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